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basis , t h e y would h ave been $ 48,781. . The r e a son t ha t t he r e
i s a 20 p e r cent , o r a 40, or a 60 percent jump is that the
full impact of the salary i s o v e r a 14 ye a r p e r i o d . I
guess, Senator Higgins, I could not logically say, although
I apprec i a t e t h a t i s h o w i t is referred to, as a 40 percent
j ump, o r 5 0, o r 100 , i t ac t ua l l y i s ov e r a per i od of
14 years that we are talking about . Y ou c an ' t re aso n ably
look at, at least I cannot r easonably l ook a t t hes e
adjustments other than for the time frame that was elapsed
when they were l a s t c h anged.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Landis, would yo u l i k e t o c lo s e on
the committee amendments'? While you are getting ready, may
I introduce some guests of S enator Wesely. W e have
35 students f rom the L incoln Lu theran Junior High,
accompanied by instructors. They are in the north balcony.
Would you please stand and be recognized by the Legislature.
T hank y ou . Se nat o r Lan d i s t o c l o s e on t he committee

S ENATOR LANDIS: T h an k yo u . Nr. Speaker, m em bers o f the
Legis l a t u r e , i t i s di f f i cu l t t o divine the future, as
Senator Higgins points out. Were we g ood managers we would
be able to respond to economic conditions that ch ange year
in, year out, just like we do all the rest of our employees.
We could float our increases one year. We could make them
zero the next if we had to tighten our belt. We could give
different fringe benefits to offset salary increases i f
these were normal employees, but they are not. Constitution
says you' ve got to set up the ground rules of what you a r e
going to pay them before their term commences. They' ve got
to know, before they go into office, what they are going to
get and once the Legislature sets it, they c an' t c h a nge i t
in the middle of the stream. The committee concluded that
the increases that were in the original green copy of the
b il l wer e t o o hi gh to begin the next term with . Bu t
reasoning, from recent decisions that we found with respect
to county officers, we said, I think we are constitutionally
permitted to allow for incremental i ncreases so l on g a s
those incremental i ncreases ar e c l e ar before the term
begins. I, personally,c ouldn' t s u p p o r t, within two years
time, doubling the Governor's salary, or making an increase
of $20,000 in the Attorney General's Office and that salary.
By using the committee amendment w e c an s pac e out t he
accomplishment of our target over the course of the t e r m .
We can make incremental increases, and I think that is the
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